
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-12 INTRODUCED BY:  Marnecheck, Nickell, Petrusky, 

Antoskiewicz, Kasaris 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NORTH 
ROYALTON, PART 12 PLANNING AND ZONING CODE, CHAPTER 1284 SIGNS, SECTION 1284.07 

SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, PARAGRAPH (g), 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 
WHEREAS: It has been determined to be necessary to amend the language governing political signs in 

order to ensure that the city does not infringe on the rights of free speech as protected by the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution and the Ohio Constitution; and 

 
WHEREAS: It is therefore necessary to amend the Codified Ordinances of the City of North Royalton, Part 

12 Planning and Zoning Code, Chapter 1284 Signs, Section 1284.07 Signs in Residential 
Districts, Paragraph (g) to provide for this language; and 

 
WHEREAS: Council desires to provide for this amendment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON, 
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 
 
Section 1.  Part 12 Planning and Zoning Code, Chapter 1284 Signs, Section 1284.07 Signs in Residential 
Districts, Paragraph (g) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of North Royalton is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
(g) Political signs shall be permitted as follows: 
  (1) Definitions. 
   A. "Candidate" means any person seeking election to public office. 
   B. "Committee" means two or more people announcing, advocating, promoting 
or otherwise commenting upon a political candidate or a political subject or issue.  For the purposes of this 
chapter, a "committee" shall be considered to be at large. 
  (1) With these regulations, it is the City’s intent not to infringe on the rights of free 
speech as protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article 1 §11 of the Ohio 
Constitution. All provisions of this Chapter are to be construed, whenever possible, in favor of vigorous 
political debate and accommodation of the right of its residents. 
  (2) Location and maintenance standards. 
  (2) A. Political signs are permitted on private property with the following health 
and safety restrictions: provided that the total area of all such political signs shall not exceed six square feet in 
area per lot, and further provided that such signs are located not less than twenty-five feet from any property 
line and fifteen feet from any street right-of-way. 
   A B. No political sign shall be erected or maintained so as to prevent free ingress 
and egress from a door, window or fire escape, nor shall any political sign obscure any other sign which 
directs attention to an emergency exit, fire extinguisher or other safety device. 
   B C. No political sign shall be erected or maintained so as to obstruct any system 
of ventilation nor to violate any provision of local or State building codes. 
   C D. All political signs shall be maintained in a safe, attractive, clean and 
inoffensive condition. 
   D E. No political sign shall be erected or maintained on any public property, 
including but not limited to the city right of way. within the City. 
   E F. No political sign shall be directly illuminated. 
   F G. No political sign shall make use of the words "stop", "look", "danger" or any 
other word, phrase, symbol or character as to tend, in the opinion of the Mayor, or his or her authorized 
representative, to interfere with, mislead or confuse operators of motor vehicles on any public streets. 
  (3) Removal or alteration of illegal signs. 
   A. If the Building Commissioner finds that any political sign regulated herein has 
been erected, placed, displayed or maintained in a manner inconsistent with any provision of this section, the 
Building Commissioner shall give written notice to remove or alter such sign.  This written notice to remove 
or alter such sign shall be given to the property owner, to the spouse or agent of the property owner or to the 
respective candidate, committee or person otherwise responsible.  
   B. If the person notified under paragraph (g)(3)A. hereof does not remove or 
alter the sign as required by the written notice from the Building Commissioner, within three days of receipt of 
such notice, such person shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 1262.99(f). 
  (4) Motor vehicle political sign.  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the display of 
political signs on motor vehicles. 
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Section 2.  Section 1284.07 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of North Royalton is hereby amended as 
provided for herein and all other provisions of Chapter 1284 shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall supersede all previously adopted Ordinances in direct conflict herewith. 
 
Section 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all deliberations of this 
Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public in 
compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
Section 5.  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the city, and for the further reason that it is 
immediately necessary to amend the language governing political signs in order to ensure that the city does not 
infringe on the rights of free speech as protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and 
the Ohio Constitution. 
 
THEREFORE, provided this Ordinance receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all members elected to 
Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor; 
otherwise, from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 
 
 
  /s/ Larry Antoskiewicz  APPROVED:  /s/ Robert A. Stefanik  

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL      MAYOR 
 
DATE PASSED:  January 15, 2013  DATE APPROVED:  January 15, 2013  
 
        First reading suspended 
        Second reading suspended 
ATTEST:  /s/ Laura J. Haller  Third reading January 15, 2013 
     DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES   
 
YEAS: Antoskiewicz, Nickell, Petrusky 
 Marnecheck, Muller, Kasaris 
 
NAYS: none 
 
ABSENT: Willey 
 


