
FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 

 
The Finance Committee meeting was held on September 15, 2015 at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State 
Road. The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chairman Larry Antoskiewicz, Vice Chair Gary Petrusky, Paul 
Marnecheck; Council: John Nickell, Dan Langshaw, Steve Muller, Dan Kasaris; Administration: Mayor 
Robert Stefanik, Finance Director Eric Dean, Recreation Director Jason Swim; Other: Lou Krzepina. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Marnecheck to approve the July 21, 2015 Finance Committee 
minutes. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Monthly Finance report including tax collections status 

Mr. Dean reviewed the Income Tax Collection Report, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. He 
said we received $1.12 million which is a nice increase from last year. He said that we are up $200,248.00 
for the month and we are up $604,878.00 so far for this year. Mr. Dean said that RITA had notified them 
that they received an early payment that is normally received next month so we should be a bit cautious 
and see if next month is offset by this month’s increase. 

 
2. Overtime 

Mr. Dean reviewed the Overtime Report, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Mr. Dean 
addressed an email he received from Mr. Petrusky asking why the Recreation Department overtime was so 
high. Mr. Dean said that earlier in the year the department performed snow plowing duties that usually 
gets put into the “snow plow/snow removal” overtime. We corrected this later in the year, but we missed 
the first few months of the year and he feels that this is why we are seeing an increase. 

 
3. North Royalton Cemetery Fees 

Mr. Antoskiewicz said that Mr. Swim was asked to review the fees to bring us more in line with other 
communities and together with Mr. Marnecheck, they were able to come up with a new fee schedule. Mr. 
Swim said that the proposed fee schedule presented to Council puts us even across the board with other 
communities. He said there were a few areas that we needed to increase such as after hour burials that will 
now bring us to where we are not losing money in these instances. He said that they are also adding a new 
fee for burials on holidays. Mr. Kasaris asked what the increased revenues will be used for. Mr. Swim 
there is plenty of maintenance that needs to be performed and this money will be used for that. Mr. Kasaris 
asked about the mausoleum. Mr. Swim said that this structure needs immediate attention and will be 
addressed. Mr. Nickell asked if there were any burials inside the mausoleum. Mr. Swim said no, it is 
completely empty. Mr. Kasaris asked how much additional revenue is anticipated due to the increased 
fees. Mr. Swim said that it is hard to estimate because every year fluctuates with the number of burials. He 
estimates that it should be at least a 25% increase. Mr. Kasaris asked how much revenue we currently 
receive annually. Mr. Swim said that they have been averaging around $30,000. Mr. Antoskiewicz asked 
what capacity the cemetery is at. Mr. Swim said that there are currently 4,600 occupied lots in the 
cemetery. The unsold amount of lots is around 250-300. We still have quite a few lots that have been sold 
but are currently unoccupied. Mr. Muller asked when the last price increase occurred. Mr. Swim said that 
they were last increased in December 2011. Mayor Stefanik said that we increased the prices at that time 
so that we could start setting aside money for perpetual care of the cemetery. This is how we were able to 
fund the driveway through the cemetery. Back in 2008 there was no money set aside whatsoever for 
maintenance so we created that fund. He said that most, if not all, of this increase will go towards future 
maintenance. Mr. Kasaris asked if there is still a plan to place a wrought iron fence along Rt. 82 in front of 
the cemetery. Mayor Stefanik said that they have an estimate on this and will approach various groups 
such as the service clubs and see who would like to take this on as a project. He said that this is the image 
we would like to have along the center of town. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that we are trying to ensure that the 
cemetery becomes a little more financially self-sufficient. Mr. Nickell and Mr. Marnecheck both felt that 
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this increase will help keep the cemetery from falling into disarray. Mr. Langshaw asked if we offer a 
military burial discount. Mr. Swim said no. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that he is not aware of any municipal 
cemeteries that offer this because Rittman will actually do military burials at no charge. Mr. Langshaw 
asked if there have been any problems with vandalism in the cemetery. Mr. Swim said recently we had one 
of our equipment garages broken in to but fortunately nothing was stolen. We had a trailer that was stolen 
from another garage however. Mr. Langshaw said that he supports this increase and thanked Mr. Swim 
and Mr. Marnecheck for their work on this. 

 
Moved by Mr. Marnecheck, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to authorize this fee schedule to be put into 
legislative form and presented to Council. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. New Tax Code 

Mr. Antoskiewicz thanked Mr. Dean and Mrs. Vozar for all of the work they put into this code and asked 
Mr. Dean to review the changes being made. Mr. Dean said that House Bill 5 was passed earlier this year 
and created a new section in the Ohio Revised Code which is 715.013. It basically requires all cities to 
adhere to the tax in ORC 718. We need to pass this ordinance before 2016 in order to be able to levy taxes. 
Mr. Dean reviewed an overview of the changes that he provided to Council, a copy of which is attached to 
these minutes. Mr. Kasaris asked what the limit was to be issued a 1099 Form. Mr. Dean said that the limit 
is under $600.00. Mr. Kasaris asked if you can still offset gambling winnings by showing losses. Mr. Dean 
said that this is something that the state is getting tougher on. The only way now to offset winnings is if 
gambling is your profession. Mr. Dean said that this new tax code will be a new Chapter in our Codified 
Ordinance. It will be Chapter 881. This is easier than changing the existing Code 880 for two reasons. First 
is that there are a lot of changes to make so it would rewriting the whole thing anyway, and second we are 
still going to be applying Chapter 880 on anyone who pays their taxes late. So in 2016 if someone doesn’t 
pay their taxes for 2014 or 2015, they will be under the old code. RITA has 5 years to collect past due 
income tax. Mr. Langshaw asked what is anticipated to be the loss in revenue. Mr. Dean said that it will be 
a wash. There is nothing that concerns him as being a major change on how we do things because our 
current code is very similar to the state standard. Mr. Petrusky said currently we have a 12 day look back, 
so on day 13 we will collect for all 12 days back. If he understands this correctly, the new code states that 
we start collecting on the 21st day forward so we will lose 20 days’ worth of revenue. Mr. Dean said this is 
correct. Mr. Petrusky said then we will lose money on projects with tradesmen. Mr. Dean said that 
potentially with this we could, but he thinks it is insignificant because we are only talking 2% on people 
who are not here very long. It’s not like the utility workers who will be here more often. He said there are 
some rules in the code that state that if a business estimates that their employee will be here 20 days, they 
have to withhold the tax from day one. 

 
Mr. Antoskiewicz asked if we are ready to proceed with this in legislative form. Mr. Petrusky said he 
would like to wait one more month. Since it does not have to be in place until January and since we only 
just received this code, he feels that this is reasonable. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that he would like to get it 
into legislative form and then it can go three readings so there will be time for review. Mr. Dean said that 
RITA would like to have this passed by the end of November to give them time to implement. He said 
RITA sent him a few minor changes today and these changes will be implemented into the final 
legislation. Mr. Petrusky said this would be fine. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Marnecheck, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to adjourn the September 15, 2015 meeting. Yeas: 
3. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
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