
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MAY 19, 2015 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on May 19, 2015, at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State Road. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chair Dan Langshaw, Gary Petrusky, Steve Muller; Council: Larry 
Antoskiewicz; John Nickell, Paul Marnecheck, Dan Kasaris; Administration: Police Chief John Elek, Fire 
Chief Bob Chegan, Safety Director Bruce Campbell. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Langshaw to approve the March 17, 2015 and April 21, 2015 
minutes as received. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Oil and gas appeal update 
 No update. 
 
2. Regional Deer Control 

Mr. Campbell said that Mayor Stefanik was instrumental in setting up meetings with the ODNR and the 
Mayor’s and Manager’s Association. He said that a meeting was held between the ODNR and the Mayors 
of North Royalton, Parma, Parma Hts., Seven Hills, Broadview Hts. He said at this point, the ODNR does 
not want to take full responsibility for any deer control program. Since this meeting, the Mayors have all 
met again to discuss options and Strongsville is also joining in. No plan has yet been solidified, but 
whatever is decided will be done as a group with all of the cities mentioned. He said that Mayor Stefanik 
hopes to have a update next month. Mr. Kasaris asked what options are being discussed. Mr. Campbell 
said at this point all options are on the table. Mr. Antoskiewicz said it is good to see all of the surrounding 
cities collaborating on this problem. This is the only way that any program would be effective. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. ISO Public Protection Classification Report  

Chief Chegan said that this report is a grading system for Fire Departments across the country. He said that 
we collected all of the data for the site visit last October and it took 6 months for them to review all of the 
information. He said that the Insurance Service Office (ISO) is an organization that helps the insurance 
industry establish appropriate fire insurance premiums for both residential and commercial properties. ISO 
provides this information through the Public Protection Classification Report that gives the insurers 
credible data to use when they develop premiums that reflect the risk of loss in a particular location. Each 
community’s data is analyzed using the suppression rating schedule which includes three elements: water 
supply and fire flow, emergency communications and the Fire Department itself including apparatus, 
personnel, training and operational considerations. Chief Chegan said that this report is not a total 
reflection of the Fire Department’s operational efficiency. This efficiency is based on the needs of our 
community, the economy, NFPA standards, training and best practices. He said a good example of what is 
not included in this report is our EMS. Our Fire Department handles our Emergency Medical Service, 
which accounts for 70% of our work. This report is just for fire protection for the insurance companies to 
utilize. Chief Chegan said that the report assigns a Public Protection Classification number from 1 to 10, 
with 1 being the best. He said that he is proud to report that North Royalton received the classification of 4. 
This is an improvement from our last reporting period of 2004-2007 which was a 6. Part of this 
improvement deals with dispatch, our SOP’s that have been updated, training that has been initiated in the 
past 3 years, our incident management system, our public fire safety education and our auto aid 
agreements. He said that across the country, less than 20% of all Fire Departments are rated a 4 or higher. 
Chief Chegan said that this could not have happened without the cooperation, effort and dedication of the 
entire department. He said that they will continue to strive for improvement for when the next assessment 
comes through. Mr. Langshaw said that this rating is phenomenal and the improvement is a testament to 
Chief Chegan’s leadership and to all of the great safety personnel that we have.  
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2. Excellence in Emergency Medical Service Award 

Chief Chegan reported that this afternoon he had the privilege to accompany our Safety Director and 4 
members of our department down to the Health in Excellence in Emergency Medical Service Award 
Ceremony at Metro Health Center to honor these 5 individuals for their actions on a specific call. There 
were 8 awards given out throughout northeast Ohio and we were very fortunate to be selected for this 
award. Chief Chegan said that in fire service, we tend not to appreciate some of the work that these men 
do. FF Tom Sargent and FF Bob Hughes who are present this evening, along with FF Mark Pollack, FF 
Christian Sary, and Lt. Joe Bartinelli responded to a motorcycle accident last year where the motorcyclist 
was struck by a vehicle and was pinned underneath the vehicle. The motorist hit the motorcycle at a high 
rate of speed and proceeded to travel with the motorcycle and passenger pinned underneath for 
approximately 500 feet. The patient remained alert and oriented the entire time, largely due to the fact that 
he was wearing a helmet. As the fire crews approached the scene, they knew it would require special 
extrication of the patient from underneath the tangled mess of the car and motorcycle. The patient’s leg 
was wedged between the motorcycle and the engine of the car thus he was actively being burned and he 
could do nothing about it. His shoe was melting against the catalytic converter of the cars’ engine and he 
was sustaining third degree burns as they were trying to free and treat at the same time. The patient was 
hospitalized for 29 days and underwent multiple surgeries, grafts and procedures. He had a challenging 
road ahead of him but was able to make a full recovery. Chief Chegan thanked the department for their 
high standard of work and dedication to the job. He also thanked Mayor Stefanik and Bruce Campbell for 
allowing him to present this information this evening. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that it is easy to take these 
gentlemen for granted because we always know that they will be there when we need them and will always 
go above and beyond what is expected of them. He wished to thank each of them for their service to the 
community. Chief Chegan said that when he first started working in the Fire Department, they were 
responding to about 1,000 calls per year. He said that it now closer to 3,000. Mr. Nickell said that he 
knows firsthand how good this department is and thanked them all for their hard work. Mr. Langshaw said 
that we have phenomenal safety personnel and agrees that they need to be recognized for their exceptional 
efforts every day.  

 
3. NRFD Safety Fair 

Chief Chegan said that the annual safety fair was held this month and he wished to thank the 
Administration for their help with this event. He also wished to thank Kathy Salvo, Administrative 
Assistant, who is the Safety Fair Coordinator. She starts planning this event in January to ensure that all 
aspects of this event are scheduled properly and to make sure that this is a quality event for the community 
year after year. 

 
4. Ordinance 15-55 - “ReadyNotify” County Emergency Notification System 

Mr. Campbell said that this is a reverse 911 system that Cuyahoga County is offering county wide at no 
charge. He said that other communities involved in our regional dispatch center are already using this 
system, so we have decided to switch over as well in the next few weeks. This legislation authorizes the 
city to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the county for use of this system. He said 
that we have not yet begun a sign up for this program, the regional center has purchased the AT&T phone 
list that can be dropped into the system and we can take the self-registrations out of our Swift Reach 
program and drop this into the new system as well. We will also begin notifying the public that they can 
sign up for this program on our website. He said that this will result in considerable savings for the city 
because we are currently spending $6,000-$10,000 annually for the Swift Reach program. Mr. Marnecheck 
suggested that if it isn’t too cost prohibitive, that we could use the Swift Reach program one last time to 
notify the residents to register for the new ReadyNotify system. Mr. Campbell said that this is a good idea 
and will look into it. 
 
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to recommend approval of Ord. 15-55 to Council. 
Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.   



Safety Committee May 19, 2015 Page 3 
 
 
5. HB 8 

Mr. Langshaw provided information on HB 8, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. He said the 
bill deals with gas and oil drilling in regional and state parks. He said this bill has passed the house, but is 
still pending in the senate. He urged Council to contact Senator Patton on this. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that 
a meeting has been scheduled between him, the Mayor, Mrs. Vozar and Representative Dovilla to discuss 
this matter. We are hoping that we can get Mr. Dovilla to answer a few questions on this issue. He said that 
this bill passed unanimously in the house, which he felt was pretty amazing. It appears that no one was 
paying attention to what this bill is really about. He said that he hopes to have an update at the next 
committee meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Muller to adjourn the May 19, 2015 meeting. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. 
Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
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