
STREETS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MARCH 4, 2014 

 
The Streets Committee meeting was held on March 4, 2014 at North Royalton City Hall, 13834 Ridge Road. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:55 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members:  Chair Paul Marnecheck, Vice Chair Larry Antoskiewicz, John Nickell; 
Council:  Dan Kasaris, Dan Langshaw, Steve Muller, Gary Petrusky; Administration: Mayor Robert Stefanik, 
Service Director Nick Cinquepalmi, Waste Water Superintendent Tim Tigue, City Engineer Mark Schmitzer, 
Finance Director Eric Dean; Other: James Polacek, Jimmy Emrick. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Antoskiewicz, seconded by Mr. Nickell to approve the February 4, 2014 minutes. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. 2014 Road Program 

Mr. Marnecheck asked the Mayor for an update. Mayor Stefanik said we will have something to report in 
April. He will be sitting down with the Service Director, the two supervisors and the Finance Director to 
see if we can squeeze a little more money out of the budget to do a little more work on the roads this year. 
This winter has taken a toll on the roads. 

 
Mayor Stefanik said he received good news today from the county in that they approved Bennett Road for 
next year. The county will pick up 80%, we will pick up 20%. 
 
Mayor Stefanik said he spoke with Engineering earlier today about the problems we are having with the 
mail trucks driving on the berms on the secondary streets where there are no curbs. It is causing a lot of 
damage. We are going to draft a letter to our post office and the main post office to let them know that 
they cannot drive on the shoulder.  
 
Mr. Antoskiewicz asked if we have to do any additional ditching or sewering on Bennett Road? Mayor 
Stefanik said that we will appropriate that into the contract. Mr. Schmitzer said that we want to do what 
we have done on other streets. If you look north on Bennett that was done back in the late 1990’s there is 
a lot of pavement past the white line, similar to what we have on State Road. If you get a harder surface 
for the mails trucks to drive on, you don’t get the rutting. As soon as the trucks hit a soft surface it pushes 
on both sides of the wheel. It’s not bad on the downstream side, eventually it will get past, but it’s the 
upstream side that is holding the water right against the edge of the pavement and the water goes down 
underneath the edge of the pavement and with the freeze/thaw it pops the edge of the pavement up. Mr. 
Antoskiewicz asked if we can incorporate this into the project. Mr. Schmitzer said yes. Mr. Nickell was 
concerned that if we don’t let them drive on the berm, they won’t be able to reach the mailboxes. Mayor 
Stefanik said that they can still pull up to the mailbox, they should then drive back out onto the street to 
the next house. What they are doing now is remaining in the berm from house to house. They are treating 
the shoulder as a road lane causing huge ruts in the berm. Mr. Muller asked when we expect the project to 
actually be scheduled. Mayor Stefanik said that we are going to push very hard to have it go out to bid 
early next year so work can begin the summer of 2015. 

 
2. Sprague Road  

Mr. Schmitzer said that we have all of our costs from our consultants that we need and we are in the 
process of getting the purchase orders issued so that the work can get done. It should just be a matter of 
45 days for us to get the plans with all the information, get the approval from the county then they can go 
out to bid. He said there will be some options that we will be looking at and that we will discuss with the 
engineers from both cities. He said there are some additional costs on the project that are specific to 
different cities. We are going to track those costs separately so that each pays their portion and is not 
shared among all parties. He estimated the start date may be early summer. 

 



Streets Committee February 4, 2014 Page | 2 
 
3. Issue 1 Funding 

Mayor Stefanik said the Issue 1 Committee is working on changing some of their guidelines. For the last 
few years they have been focusing on mostly sewer and waterline projects. He said most of the Mayors’ 
are complaining that they need the money for roads. They would like to see the roads get more funding 
than they have in the past 4-5 years. The DOPWIC committee will be meeting next month to try and iron 
out the new guidelines to give higher scores to roadway projects, especially projects that involve more 
than two cities. Mr. Nickell asked where the funding comes from. Mayor Stefanik said it comes from 
state bonds, and he believes it is on the ballot again this November.   
 

4. City Sidewalks 
Mr. Marnecheck asked for an update. Mr. Schmitzer said he was asked by Council for an estimate on the 
sidewalk at the new City Hall. He said it is roughly 1,400 feet from where the sidewalk ends just south of 
Rt. 82 to the property owned by the city at 14900 State Road. He said the total cost would be just under 
$60,000. Mr. Kasaris asked how much it would cost if we ran it to 15080 State Road. Mr. Schmitzer said 
that this had been discussed back and forth in committee and it was decided to end the sidewalk at 14900. 
Mr. Kasaris said that he does not recall it that way. Mr. Nickell said we changed it now that the park is 
completing the walking trail. Mr. Nickell said that there are two residents within those addresses that are 
probably not going to object. Mr. Antoskiewicz said while it may have been discussed, he is not in favor 
of taking the sidewalk down that far. Mr. Nickell said he has spoken with two school track coaches and 
they are happy about the idea of taking the sidewalk to the Metroparks because the High School uses the 
Metroparks a lot and they fear the fast vehicular traffic. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that even with the 
Metroparks doing what they are doing with the trail, he is not in favor of extending the sidewalk, even 
just to Akins. He does not see any purpose in it. Mr. Kasaris said that we have sidewalks to Akins on 
Ridge Road, we should take it down to Akins on State Road, then all we have left is Akins Road. He feels 
that we should look at this cost, as well as the cost of taking it down to the Metroparks. Mr. Antoskiewicz 
said that he is not interested in doing any of this until he sees the study. He agrees with the portion from 
Rt. 82 to the new City Hall, but anything beyond that, he wants to wait for the study. Mr. Muller said that 
he too would like to see what the study says, and he said before we start discussions on taking the 
sidewalk all the way to the Metroparks, we should make absolutely certain that the Metroparks is going to 
finish the work. Mr. Muller said that there might be 2 residents in favor of taking it to Akins, but there are 
actually 5 houses there. Mayor Stefanik said that we should know by summer if the grant is approved for 
the Metroparks, Broadview Hts., Brecksville and North Royalton. Mr. Nickell felt that we should notify 
the residents that we are thinking of this so they are informed in advanced. Mr. Kasaris said that we can’t 
inform them until we know what the cost is and this is why he would like a cost estimate of what it is 
going to cost. Mr. Schmitzer said that he can work on it and get it to everyone later this week. Mr. Nickell 
asked Mr. Langshaw what he thinks. Mr. Langshaw said that he has no problem with taking a look at the 
numbers but he thinks we should start small and go from the food bank house to Rt. 82. Mr. Nickell 
asked Mr. Marnecheck for this thoughts. Mr. Marnecheck said he agrees with Mr. Muller’s point. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Purchase of vehicles – Service Department 

Mr. Cinquepalmi reported to Council that last year he budgeted to buy a new single axle truck and 
accessories. The truck is coming from International and the accessories are coming from Concord. Mr. 
Petrusky asked how soon will we have the truck. Mr. Cinquepalmi said that we should have it by 
September. Mr. Petrusky asked if we are retiring a vehicle, or is this an addition to the fleet. Mr. 
Cinquepalmi said we have already retired one truck this year and converted it to a dump truck only, so 
this is a replacement vehicle. Mrs. Haller stated that we will be amending the legislation this evening to 
remove the reference to a salt spreader, since this was not supposed to be included in this purchase. Mr. 
Cinquepalmi said that we will be using a salt spreader that we already have that is in good working 
condition. 
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Moved by Mr. Antoskiewicz, seconded by Mr. Nickell to approve Ordinances 14-33 and 14-34 
authorizing these purchases. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion Carried. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Mr. Nickell asked if the county has killed the Sprague Road Project. Mr. Schmitzer said that he just 
received an update. They are saying 2017 for the widening, but they are moving forward with some sewer 
work for Parma starting next year. They will be moving a pump station that is on the northwest corner of 
Abbey Road across the street into North Royalton. He said that a three lane cross section is what is being 
proposed. It will be three lanes from York to Webster. Mr. Petrusky asked how many lanes from State to 
Broadview. Mr. Schmitzer said they are doing two lanes. Mr. Petrusky said that it doesn’t make much 
sense to him to go from five lanes to three lanes to five lanes again. Mr. Schmitzer said that four lane 
cross sections are not recommended at all anymore due to the high volume of accidents. At least with the 
dual left lanes for turns you get the turning lane out of the flow of traffic. Mr. Nickell asked if all the flags 
on Pleasant Valley between York and W. 130th are for widening starting this year. Mr. Schmitzer said that 
the widening project will not start until next year, they are doing utility locates right now.  
 
Mr. Nickell said that driving east on Rt. 82 just past W. 130th is the worst tie up entrance into North 
Royalton. He asked if there was something we can do to help alleviate this. He knows we put the barriers 
up to prevent people from going around left turning traffic and causing accidents, but wondered if we 
could make that flow through to get through at least that first light. He felt the situation is not only bad for 
safety but for any business that may want to locate in our Industrial Park. Mr. Schmitzer said the only 
thing that can be done will be to move the traffic signal pole and that could cost around $100,000. All 
lanes must have legal width for obstructions which is 4 feet. Right now if we make a legal lane, the car 
mirrors would be hitting the pole.  
 
Mr. Langshaw said that the portion on Abbey Road between Sprague and Albion are getting very bad. Is 
there anything that can be done to improve this road. Mr. Cinquepalmi said he agrees the road is bad. He 
said that a lot of it is due to the sludge force main issue that Mr. Tigue spoke about in the Utilities 
meeting earlier tonight. He said once the crews are all back on dayshift he is hopeful that work on the 
roads can begin. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Antoskiewicz, seconded by Mr. Nickell to adjourn the meeting. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.  


