
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
JULY 21, 2015 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on July 21, 2015, at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State Road. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chair Dan Langshaw, Gary Petrusky, Steve Muller; Council: Larry 
Antoskiewicz; Paul Marnecheck; Administration: Mayor Robert Stefanik, Police Chief John Elek, Fire Chief 
Robert Chegan, Safety Director Bruce Campbell; Other: Lou Krzepina, Lydia Bazarko, David Duane, Richard 
Turocy, Roman Smith, Nick Manila. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Muller to approve the June 16, 2015 minutes as received. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Oil and Gas Appeal Update 

Mayor Stefanik said that there is no update. Mr. Antoskiewicz asked if there is a timeframe in which this 
ruling has to be made. Mr. Kelly said no. We were given to understand that we were under a very strict 
time limit to submit our briefs and that the court would be ruling in short order. He said that we do not 
understand what is taking the court so long to make its ruling. Mr. Kelly said that in a sense, this works to 
our benefit because it is that much longer before Cutter Oil would be in a position to make another 
application for another drilling permit. Mr. Langshaw said that the environmental group Environment 
Ohio delivered to Governor Kasich a signed letter from over 100 elected officials throughout Ohio pushing 
for more local control and limiting or prohibiting fracking operations within their municipal borders. He 
thanked the Mayor, Mr. Antoskiewicz and Mr. Marnecheck who, along with himself, signed this letter. He 
asked that a copy of the Cleveland.com article and the letter be attached as a part of these minutes. 
 

2. Regional Deer Control 
Lydia Bazarko, 8400 Oak Knoll Court addressed Council on behalf of the residents in her neighborhood. 
She said that the increased deer population has resulted in car accidents, damaged property, the threat of 
disease and attacks on humans since the deer are no longer afraid of humans. She congratulated the city on 
taking an active stance to bring this situation under control. 

 
Richard Turocy, 7555 Andover Lane, addressed Council. Also said that the deer are a problem due to 
destroyed property, accidents and the threat of disease and attacks on humans. He congratulated the Mayor 
for taking the initiative to get a ballot measure in place not only here but in the surrounding communities. 
However, he said that animal rights groups will come in and condemn any action that might be taken to 
control the problem and the city will be under pressure to protect the deer and not the tax payers’ property. 
He cited several studies that have been done showing that sterilization has not been a successful solution. 
He said that the experts also site a figure of 5-10 deer per square mile as a target for control in a suburban 
area. He asked if we know what the deer population is in North Royalton and if the city has an ordinance 
prohibiting the feeding of deer.  

 
Mr. Langshaw said that he shares the concerns of the speakers and Council has passed resolutions in an 
effort to work with the ODNR.  
 
Mayor Stefanik said that the city as well as many surrounding cities have been working together on a 
solution. He said that they have assembled a lot of information on what other communities do, not only in 
north east Ohio but in southern Ohio as well. He said we are looking for both a short and long term 
solution. He said that the ODNR has a pilot program taking place near Cincinnati for deer sterilization. He 
said anything that has been tried before has not been cost effective but that doesn’t mean that they can’t 
come up with something for the future. These 7 cities are very committed to get something to their City 
Council’s probably sometime in October. Our hope is that the cities will put this on the ballot for the 
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March 2016 primary election. He said that he knows that there will be opposition to this, but there will 
also be people in favor of this as well. He said that it has come to the point where we must take action and 
we are going to do so, but at the end of the day it will be the voters of North Royalton who decide how to 
proceed. He said that we hear more about the deer being a problem than not. He said that there is 10% of 
the population that are staunchly on one side or the other of this issue, but it is the other 90% silent 
majority that will make the decision in the long run. He said that all 7 communities will be putting the 
same issue and program on the ballot which will probably include some type of culling. Mayor Stefanik 
said that we do not have a ban on feeding wildlife, but we do have nuisance ordinances that address this. 
Mr. Kelly said that our code states that in the event that the feeding of any wildlife created a nuisance it 
would then be prohibited under this ordinance. It said it is a question of whether or not there is a 
repercussion from the experience. Mayor Stefanik said that we had a resident that was dumping loaves of 
bread in her yard and 20 deer would show up. He said we sent Animal Control out there prepared to cite 
the resident, but she has ceased doing this. He said that Animal Control and the Police Department 
understand that this something to be taken seriously. Mayor Stefanik said that he does not know the exact 
deer population in North Royalton but he knows it is too many and that we have a problem. Mr. 
Antoskiewicz said that he is not concerned about any pressure we may get from animal activists. He said 
that we work for the majority of the residents of North Royalton and if the residents want us to fix this 
problem then it is our job to figure out the best and safest way to do this, and we will do that.  
 
Roman Smith, Boy Scout Troop 526, 8449 Windsor Way, addressed Council. He said that his sister 
almost approached a fawn but there was a buck nearby and she could have been hurt.  
 
In summation, Mr. Langshaw urged residents to notify animal control is there is a feeding nuisance in their 
neighborhood and to come out and voice their opinion on this matter prior to the March vote. 
 
 

3. ODNR Oil Well Inspections 
Mayor Stefanik said that they have until the end of August to get everything done. Cutter Oil was the 
biggest violator. The safety violations were taken care of right away but there are a lot of aesthetic 
violations that still need to be taken care of. According to Ohio Revised Code, they had a certain amount 
of time to correct all of the violations, but we allowed for an informal extension with the thought being 
that we would rather get the work done instead of having to take them to court and have it stall there. We 
have given them a firm deadline of the end of August to have everything finished or we will take the next 
step. Mr. Petrusky said that a resident told him that he saw something that looked like oil on the ground at 
the well on Wallings Road right by St. Paul’s Church. Mayor Stefanik said that they have had reports in 
the past of a similar nature and the inspectors said they did not think it was oil but they took samples to 
analyze. He said we should be getting a report on that shortly. He said that he has information on what the 
substance actually is and he will provide it to Council after the meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Ordinance 15-69 – Fire Department Locker Room Renovation 

Chief Chegan said that the station was built in 1980. In 2006 we did a renovation that included the bay 
area and the hose tower. The locker room area was not renovated at that time and it is in need of major 
repairs. It will be a complete renovation of the locker, shower and restroom area. Moved by Mr. 
Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to recommend approval of Ordinance 15-69 to Council. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.   

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Mr. Muller said that a resident approached him about the curb area where W. 130th meets Drake Road as you 
make a right turn onto the portion of Drake Road on the North Royalton side. They were asking if we could 
mark that area with diagonal hashes similar to what Strongsville has done on the opposite side. He said that 
they are having a problem where motorists are turning off the curb and others are trying to make a 
simultaneous turn. Mayor Stefanik said that the street striping is starting shortly and they will look into this.  
 



Safety Committee July 21, 2015 Page 3 
 
Mr. Petrusky said he has noticed when exiting the YMCA that the north bound traffic on State Road that 
people are driving off the road on the right side of the white line. He said that this could potentially lead to 
collisions and asked that someone look into this.  Mayor Stefanik said they would.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to adjourn the July 21, 2015 meeting. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. 
Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
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