SPECIAL REVIEW & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES
MARCH 6, 2018
A special Review & Oversight Committee meeting was held on March 6, 2018, at North Royalton City Hall,
14600 State Road. The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.
PRESENT: Committee Members: Chair Dan Kasaris, Vice Chair Paul Marnecheck, Dan Langshaw;
Council: Larry Antoskiewicz, John Nickell, Gary Petrusky, Cheryl Hannan; Administration: Mayor Robert
Stefanik, Law Director Thomas Kelly, Stormwater Foreman Mike Lung, City Engineer Mark Schmitzer;
Other: Lou Krzepina, Amy Kuntz, John Thompson, Susan Thompson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Marnecheck to approve the September 5, 2017 Review &
Oversight Committee minutes. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Medical Marijuana
Mr. Kelly said that in 2016 the State of Ohio passed HB 523 authorizing a medical marijuana program for the
state. The bill set specific rules and guidelines for the Department of Commerce, the State Pharmacy Board, the
State Medical Board and other state agencies with regard to establishing rules and regulations for the cultivation,
processing, testing, distribution, etc. of medical marijuana and for rules and regulations for physicians with
regard to patients who will be eligible for the purchase and consumption of this product. The legislature
determined that all of these things had to be in place by September of 2018. They are currently on schedule for
this to happen. The Department of Commerce has already begun issuing provisional licenses to cultivators,
processors and dispensaries. The most recent list of all of these applications and licenses that have been approved
are listed on the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program website. This website provides up to date, transparent
information on all the applicants, scoring methodology, etc.
Mr. Kasaris said that we have a moratorium in place that expires on March 31, 2018. Because of this, he felt that
it would be prudent to discuss what we as a Council want to do with regards to this moratorium. Do we want to
extend it, do nothing, or vote to ban it. Regarding the moratorium option, Mr. Kasaris asked what are the general
standards for granting a moratorium. Mr. Kelly said that the use of a moratorium in the legislative context has
always been a means of trying to provide breathing room for reflection and the opportunity to gain information
and education on whatever question is the subject of the moratorium. Often times these situations come up fast
and don’t give an effective opportunity to reflect on what needs to be done. In this instance the state legislature
built in to the original legislation the right for municipalities to call for moratoriums for this reason. Moratoriums
are not generally favored in the law, but in this instance a specific exception was made so that there would be an
opportunity for time to become educated on the subject and allow for a thoughtful, rational and reflective
determination on what is best for the community. Mr. Kasaris said that we have had moratoriums in the past.
How long should a moratorium exist and what should be considered when looking at extending a moratorium.
Mr. Kelly said that the concern he has would be at what point does the moratorium amount to an unlawful
taking. Any time you enact a moratorium you are depriving a person(s) of the right to develop their property and
this has a financial repercussion. This is why they are not favored in the law. They generally serve to deprive
someone of the right or opportunity to make money and develop their property in a manner they think is
appropriate. His concern as the Law Director is whether or not this moratorium puts us at risk. He said in this
case it does not because these moratoriums are permitted by the state legislature with the objective of not
depriving any person(s) to earn money, but to allow for an opportunity for a reflective determination as to
whether or not this is a good thing for North Royalton.
Amy Kuntz, 6751 Queens Way, addressed Council. She said that she is the coalition director for the Partnership
for a Healthy North Royalton. Her directive is to bring the community together to talk about the things we are
concerned about with a focus on youth drug prevention. She said that she is a parent with children in the school
district and is here tonight as someone who is not only well versed in the devastating effects of drug and
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substance abuse disorder, but also as an advocate for her community and her family. Over the span of the last 12
months she said that she has been approached by only one member of Council to proactively seek information
regarding medical marijuana in our city and the potential devastating effects, including the medical uses. She
finds this very disheartening as someone who is a resource and has the knowledge to provide information needed
to make an informed decision. She said that if you think that substance use disorder only applies to the opiate
epidemic, you have not done your research on marijuana and the harmful effects of the addiction to THC. The
attitude that “it’s only marijuana” is very antiquated and if we don’t put that to rest, our town will suffer. Ms.
Kuntz asked Council where they have done their research. She said that the moratorium was put in place to allow
for information gathering and would like to know which sites, books, doctors, etc. that Council has used to gather
their data so that we can look at the sources of this data. She would like to take this data and apply it to the
coalition and what she does for them and the community. She said that Officer Karl has made a presentation to
Council and provided information regarding the impact that this will have going forward. She said that she does
not believe that the term “medical marijuana” should exist because right now it is just marijuana that is being
used for medicinal purposes and is the same drug that is being used illegally and it is still a Schedule 1 drug. She
would like to see the foundational information that the city has regarding revenue that this will generate for the
city and the advantages that they talk about. She doesn’t think this is possible because she has looked and it is not
there. She has spent the last two years researching this to where she has become an expert in these drug addiction
substances. She said that Council has had 12 months to fact find and make a case to present a compelling
argument and she wants to know where this data comes from and what makes Council think this will be OK.
How much tax revenue is worth exposing our children and families to this drug. How much tax revenue is worth
a life if someone gets behind the wheel of a car. Whether they are using it medicinally or illegally, they still have
the potential to cause devastating harm. How many more tax resources will you give the Police Department, the
Fire Department and the schools to make sure that these drugs do not invade our safe spaces. Will the cost of the
resources outweigh any sort of benefit we might experience as a community or will it negate it dollar for dollar.
Ms. Kuntz said that in the end, she stands for hope in a world where our kids and our future leaders will be able
to make decisions not based on what we tell them to do, but by their own voices. She said that she does not want
to send them the wrong messages. She said that she cannot and will not tell her children that this is ok because it
is not. We are not doing what is in the best interest of our community or our kids if we push this forward. She
asked Council to please join her in preventing this from happening and do what is right.
Mr. Langshaw thanked Ms. Kuntz for her remarks and advocacy in the community. He provided Council with a
packet of information and research that he did on this matter, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. He
said that he is the Councilman Ms. Kuntz mentioned earlier that reached out to her for information and research.
He said that she is a phenomenal resource and the amount of information out there is overwhelming. He said that
he has researched this as well and has enough information to back up his position of being against medical
marijuana being available in North Royalton. He said that sometime you have to take a lone position and as far
as he is aware he is the only person on Council on this side of this issue. He said that back in October of 2017 he
introduced legislation to ban medical marijuana cultivators, processers, dispensaries and it was overwhelmingly
defeated by Council with a 1 to 6 vote. Mr. Langshaw said that a recent Royalton Post article states that Mr.
Kasaris agrees with Mr. Langshaw on this issue, but he did not join him in voting against it which he said was
disappointing. He said that Mr. Nickell has also made it very clear that he is pro-state’s rights and supports this
issue, but he thought we had moved on from this. He said that seeing now that the state’s program is such a mess
based on what his research shows, and as he predicted it would be, it does not give him hope that this can be
done safely and he does not want it in our community. He thinks that we have better things that we can do
economically. If there are some members of Council who have changed their minds on this issue because of the
information that is now out there, then maybe we need a second look at this. He stressed that he is against any
more moratoriums. He has voted no on the last two out of three. He does not think that it is lawful for us to
continue with the moratoriums. He said that we need to make a decision, vote on this and move on. He said that
it is getting to the point where it is becoming dysfunctional.
Mrs. Hannan wished to answer Ms. Kuntz’s questions regarding what research she has done. She said that she
read the entire process before this became the law including all of the committee meetings that were held. She
said that the reason this became the law was because there was a proposed amendment to the constitution to pass
both recreational and medical marijuana. This did not pass, but Columbus was concerned that something would
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pass and therefore they decided to pass something over which they would have control and the ability to regulate.
In January 2016 the state put together a task force which consisted of doctors, pharmacists, law enforcement,
voters and other lawmakers to determine what is the best thing to do moving forward to protect and do what is
best for Ohio. During this process, she said that there were several legislators that traveled throughout the state
meeting with people in town hall meetings to see what was the best thing for Ohio. They used this feedback and
introduced the house bill. There were nine separate committee meetings over the course of several months. She
said that she read all of the meeting minutes. In these meetings, there were people who were against it as well as
people who had medical conditions who appeared before the committees. She said that there was one account of
a person who had Multiple Sclerosis who came to a committee meeting and lined up every pill bottle of medicine
he had to take and explained that these are all strong narcotics and the research has shown that medical marijuana
is a plant based medicine that has been shown to be helpful. Mrs. Hannan said that there were also people who
had cancer, epilepsy, etc. She said that a larger body than us decided as a state what the best thing is to do. After
these nine committee meetings they voted and the vote passed the House 71 to 26. It then went to the Senate. The
Senate held their own committee meetings. She said that she read all of these committee minutes as well. She
saw that there were doctors, pharmacists and law enforcement who were neutral on this matter because the idea
was that we don’t want it on the streets or want our kids to smoke it. The Senate made a few changes to the
legislation to include the State Medical Board and the Pharmacy Board in this process, and they sent it back to
the house. It was voted out of the house. She is also a parent and has concerns as well, but this has already
happened. We don’t get to decide whether medical marijuana is going to be used within our city limits. The only
thing we can decide is if we will allow it to be grown or dispensed. We cannot legislate against medical
marijuana.
Mr. Kasaris said that his position has always been that it should be prohibited because it is a Schedule 1 drug on
the same level as heroin, ecstasy and LSD. Whether this is right or not is a different debate. The fact that it is now
available for medical purposes does not change the fact that it is a Schedule 1 drug. He voted for the moratorium
last time because a colleague asked him to and he saw no difference between the moratorium and voting no; it
had the same effect by prohibiting marijuana from being grown or sold in North Royalton. He said that we have
a moratorium that expires at the end of the month and he felt that we must now decide if we want to let it expire,
do we enact another moratorium or do we want to vote to ban it.
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded Mr. Marnecheck to recommend legislation be prepared to ban medical
marijuana cultivation, processing, and retail dispensing and presented to Council. Roll Call: Yeas: 3. Nays:
0. Motion carried.
Mr. Kasaris said that the R&O meeting scheduled for March 20, 2018 will be cancelled.
Mayor Stefanik commended Council for not turning this into a political issue, and using the moratorium in order
to allow time to study both sides of the issue and base your decision on the facts. There is nothing scarier than
one issue people who want to push their thoughts on you at any cost. He felt that this is important to keep in
mind as we move forward throughout the year.
ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Marnecheck to adjourn the March 6, 2018 special meeting.
Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

