
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
JUNE 21, 2016 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on June 21, 2016, at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State Road. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:16 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chair Gary Petrusky, Vice Chair Dan Langshaw, Steve Muller; Council: 
Larry Antoskiewicz, John Nickell, Paul Marnecheck, Dan Kasaris; Administration: Mayor Robert Stefanik, 
Law Director Thomas Kelly, Police Chief John Elek, Fire Chief Robert Chegan, Safety Director Bruce 
Campbell; Other: Louis Krzepina, Isabelle Moryan, George Masavage. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Muller to approve the May 17, 2016 Safety Committee minutes. 
Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Oil and Gas Appeal Update 

Mr. Kelly reported that the time for the filing of an appeal to the Supreme Court has expired. We have 
received no notification from the ODNR or from the Attorney General’s Office that they intend to seek 
any appeal. Therefore we are reasonably confident that the litigation is over and we are successful again. 
We now have a precedent upon which we and other municipalities may rely for dealing with ODNR and 
forced pooling of municipal property. Mr. Kelly thanked Mrs. Vozar. Mr. Marnecheck asked what the 
ODNR must now consider in forced pooling applications. Mr. Kelly said what this means is that where a 
municipal corporation is being forced pooled, the Chief of the ODNR is responsible and required to 
consider any safety concerns that are raised by the municipal corporation in its negotiations for a lease 
agreement in order to determine whether or not the agreement or the offer is a just and equitable one. He 
said that he cannot be more specific on this because the court was not more specific. He said that in the 
past the ODNR wanted never to have to consider anything other than the amount of the payment under the 
lease and the financial aspects of the lease. Now they are being forced into a position by virtue of this 
decision where they are required to consider our concerns and the concerns of other municipal 
corporations throughout the state. He said that he is very pleased about this decision and to have his name 
attached to it. Mr. Marnecheck asked if there is a higher court than the state court that they could appeal to, 
or a different venue they could try to shop around for. Mr. Kelly said no. Their only chance was to go to 
the Ohio Supreme Court. He said they could in theory having gone to the state Supreme Court at lease 
applied to the federal system thereafter but having not gone to the Supreme Court they have no place else 
to go. He said that it may be that they wished not to have this publicized any further and therefore chose 
not to go to the Supreme Court and risk the possibility that a Supreme Court decision would run against 
them as well. Mr. Marnecheck asked if a private citizen could use this and say if this has to be considered 
for public land, they want it considered for private land as well. Mr. Kelly said that the decision is limited 
to municipal corporations being forced pooled, so it is narrow in that respect. Mr. Marnecheck asked if the 
decision is treating the municipality as a property owner. Mr. Kelly said yes, but it is also giving some 
recognition to the fact that as a property owner, a municipal corporation has broader concerns than any 
individual property owner. He said our concerns all along have been on the issues of safety. Money was 
important but it was never the primary concern and the Mayor and President of Council made this clear in 
their testimony before the Oil and Gas Commission. Mr. Kasaris asked if this ruling could be applied not 
only to another municipal corporation, but to a county or park or something similar. Mr. Kelly said that 
this is correct because these entities have similar circumstances where they have a constituency that is 
beyond simply the ownership of one property by one person. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Chief Elek reported that the Police Department, in conjunction with the ODNR Wildlife Division, will be 
conducting an informational meeting regarding the deer archery hunting program on July 18, 2016 at 6:30 
p.m. at the North Royalton High School Performing Arts Center. He said that we will review the rules, 
regulations and forms that will be required. He said there will be a question and answer period afterwards 
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to help educate the public on what we are intending. Mr. Kasaris asked when they expect the hunting 
season to begin. Chief Elek said that this year we are looking at mid-September through February during 
the normal archery hunting season that the ODNR schedules.  
 
Mr. Petrusky acknowledged the Cleveland Magazine article that gave the city and its safety forces a high 
ranking. Mr. Petrusky thanked the Chiefs for doing such a great job and making us Number One in the 
area. Mr. Langshaw also thanked the administration for a job well done. 
 
Mr. Campbell provided a handout regarding the city’s safety forces, a copy of which is attached to these 
minutes.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Muller to adjourn the June 21, 2016 meeting. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. 
Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
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