
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2014 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on September 16, 2014, at North Royalton City Hall, 13834 Ridge 
Road. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chair Dan Langshaw, Vice Chair Steve Muller, Gary Petrusky; Council: 
Larry Antoskiewicz; John Nickell, Dan Kasaris, Paul Marnecheck; Administration: Mayor Robert Stefanik, 
Law Director Thomas Kelly, Fire Chief Robert Chegan, Police Chief John Elek, Service Director Nick 
Cinquepalmi, Assistant Law Director Donna Vozar, Finance Director Eric Dean, Community Development 
Director Thomas Jordan, Building Commissioner Dan Kulchytsky, Patrol Officer Scott Cerrito of the NRPD; 
Other: Joseph Sholtis, Ryan Karle.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Muller to approve the July 15, 2014 minutes as received. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Oil and gas appeal update 
 Mayor Stefanik said that he spoke again with the attorney in Columbus and was told there is still no 

progress on this issue. Cutter Oil is still prohibited from drilling pending this decision being made. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Summer fire hydrant painting update 

Chief Chegan said that this is the first year that we did maintenance on the hydrants during the painting 
process. He said that right now we have about 30 hydrants that are out of service. He said that Cleveland 
Water is aware of this. He said that every year it takes longer to perform this routine maintenance. In the 
fall we have to pump out the hydrants that are not draining properly. If the hydrant does not drain properly, 
the water will stay in the barrel and will freeze over in the winter. Chief Chegan said he estimates we will 
have to drain 250 hydrants. Chief Chegan said that we started up the hydrant painting program again this 
year. He said it is costly, which is why we haven’t done this for 10-12 years. He said we used summer 
laborers over a 12 week period. We anticipated a budget of about $20,000 for 250 hydrants. Another 
option was to contract this work out for $90.00 per hydrant, which is quite steep. He said the cost analysis 
of what was done is: salary was $7,700 which was under our budget of $12,500; supplies were $2,900; and 
with fuel added in the total cost was about $12,000 or $31.21 per hydrant. We did the hydrants on 
Royalton Road, Ridge Road, State Road, Wallings Road, Bennett Road, Royalwood Road and York Road 
before we ran out of time. He said that amounts to 391 hydrants and we are hopeful they will last 5-8 
years. Chief Chegan complimented the two laborers who performed this work on a job well done. He said 
that he will determine if there is more money for this in next year’s budget. He said city wide we have 
over 2,400 hydrants. Mr. Kasaris asked how long it will take to paint all of the city’s hydrants. Chief 
Chegan estimated at 300 per year, it will take 8-9 years. 
 

2. Overweight vehicles 
NRPD Patrol Officer Scott Cerrito made a presentation to the committee regarding Commercial Motor 
Vehicle Enforcement. A copy of the entire presentation is attached to these minutes. The presentation was 
followed by a brief question and answer period covering such topics as affordability and portability of the 
scales, funds generated by citations, and ongoing educational needs.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
1. Regional deer control 

Mayor Stefanik reported that he will have a meeting with the Mayors and Managers Association next week 
to consider a resolution to send to Columbus, and hopefully each community will pass their own 
resolutions as well. 
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2. Strongsville dispatch center update 

Mayor Stefanik reported that Berea and Olmsted Falls are going to join the regional dispatch center. He 
said that we have legislation on the agenda this evening that reduces our cost for these dispatch services by 
$5,000 per month which is a 5% decrease. The Mayor stated that this reduction would have occurred 
regardless of whether these two cities joined, but as more cities join we are optimistic that we will received 
yet another price decrease next year. Mr. Antoskiewicz pointed out that other cities will be scrambling to 
do something quickly, but there are not many places to go because it takes a long time to get established in 
one of these regional centers. Chief Chegan provided an update on the ongoing technology installation.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Langshaw, seconded by Mr. Petrusky to adjourn the September 16, 2014 meeting. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 


