
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
APRIL 21, 2015 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on April 21, 2015, at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State Road. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members: Chair Dan Langshaw, Gary Petrusky; Council: Larry Antoskiewicz; John 
Nickell, Dan Kasaris, Paul Marnecheck; Administration: Mayor Robert Stefanik, Finance Director Eric Dean, 
Police Chief John Elek; Other: Lou Krzepina, Michael Yeager. 
 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Langshaw to excuse Mr. Muller. Yeas: 2. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
(Mr. Muller arrived at 6:33).  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Oil and gas appeal update 

Mr. Kelly reported that the city’s brief was filed yesterday with the Franklin County Clerk of Courts. Mr. 
Kelly offered his sincere thanks to Mrs. Vozar for all of her good effort in working on this brief. A copy 
will be provided to Council later in the week. Mr. Marnecheck asked when the response to our brief is due. 
Mr. Kelly said that they have two weeks for their reply brief. The court will then decide. He said that the 
notice we received was of a non-oral hearing which means that the judge will review the briefs and decide 
what he will do. Mr. Antoskiewicz asked how long the judge’s decision will take. Mr. Kelly felt that we 
would have a decision very quickly, probably before the end of May. He said that either side can then 
appeal this decision to the Court of Appeals in Franklin County.   

 
2. Regional Deer Control 

Mayor Stefanik said that a meeting has been scheduled for May 6, 2015 with the ODNR and the Mayor’s 
that are on the subcommittee from the Mayor’s and Manager’s Association. The meeting will be held in 
Independence. He said that he had to repeatedly request the ODNR to meet with them and he gets the 
feeling that they don’t want to talk about this.  
 
Mayor Stefanik said that one of the state reps inserted an amendment into the state budget to bring back 
10% of what has been cut from local government funding. He said that today the House voted on their 
version of the budget and he said he does not know if the amendment was left in or not. He said there is 
still a long way to go before this budget is approved and said that the more pressure we keep on our local 
state elected officials the better it will be for the municipalities. He said when the budget was bad in 2009 
and 2010, the state cut the local government funding drastically. Now they have the largest rainy day fund 
ever in the State of Ohio. All we want is a few morsels of it back; nobody is asking for all of it. He said 
that he has provided Mr. Dovilla with his thoughts on this issue and he knows that a few Council members 
have contacted him as well. The only way we will get this money back is if we keep calling and calling. 
Mr. Nickell stated that it’s not state money we are asking for, it is our local tax payer money that we are 
asking to come back to our own community. Mr. Langshaw said that the amendment is calling for a 2% or 
2.5% increase to the local government fund in the state budget. He said that is just a small part of what we 
have already lost. He said that since 2011 we have lost $3.8 million cumulative in local government 
funding. Mr. Dean said that is correct and includes the estate tax as well. Mr. Langshaw said that this is 
money that we could be putting towards the safety and welfare of our residents.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
No new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Muller to adjourn the April 21, 2015 meeting. Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. 
Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 


